
Site 2: 
Lower Providence Township Basin Naturalization Project 

Address:  
• 3075 Stillmeadow Drive, Collegeville, PA  19426 
• Sky Drive & Brandywine Drive Eagleville, PA 19403 
 

Property owner: Lower Providence Township 
Website:  www.lowerprovidence.org 
Watershed: Perkiomen Creek 

In 2003, the Perkiomen Watershed 
Conservancy and Lower Providence 
Township converted six existing turf 
grass stormwater retention basins to 
naturalized plant communities.  Two of 
these are included in the Self-Guided 
Tour.  The goals of this naturalization 
project aimed to improve water quality, 
decrease stream temperature, increase 
groundwater infiltration and decrease 
maintenance costs of the township. 
 
The Naturalization Process: 
1. Educate the community about the 

benefits of basin naturalization 
2. Remove concrete low flow     

channels in basins 
3. Apply a systemic, non-selective, and 

non-residual herbicide to 
eliminate the turf grass 

4. Plant native trees, shrubs, and 
perennial plugs by volunteers 

5. Seed the basins with a mixture of 
naturalized meadow and 
wildflower areas 

   BMP: 
Naturalized basins 

 
Contact Info:  
 

Michael Siegel, Community Development Director 
Lower Providence Township 
100 Parklane Dr. 
Eagleville, PA  19403 
(610) 539-2607 
msiegel@lowerprovidence.org 
 

Crystal Gilchrist, Executive Director 
Perkiomen Watershed Association 
1 Skippack Pike 
Swenkseville, PA  19473 
(610) 287-9383 
cgilchrist@perkiomenwatershed.org 
www.perkiomenwatershed.org 
 

Hours: dawn—dusk 

 

Parking: Available along the street at both locations 
 

For more detailed planting information or for a map of  other 
naturalized basin locations in Lower Providence Twp, Contact the 
Perkiomen Watershed Conservancy for a copy of the publication,  
Improving Stormwater Basins, Naturally: Creating and 
Maintaining Naturalized Stormwater Management Basins.  

Published by the Montgomery County Conservation District in 2006 through funding provided by the Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts, 
Inc. through its education grant with the PA Department of Environmental Protection and the US Environmental Protection Agency Section 319 Program. p. 4 

http://www.lowerprovidence.org�
http://www.perkiomenwatershed.org�


References: 
Improving Stormwater Basins, Naturally: Creating 
and Maintaining Naturalized Stormwater 
Management Basins provides plant lists and detailed 
maintenance plans for all six converted basins.  This 
document and the stormwater retro-fits were funded by a 
PA DEP Growing Greener Grant. 
 
 

Other project partners include: 
• Lower Providence Township 
• Montgomery County Planning Commission 
• Aqua America 
• Edge of the Woods Native Plant Nursery 

(Before:) Turf grass basins were cut bi-weekly by a private landscaping contractor.  Each turf grass basin 
costs Lower Providence Township $1,600 annually to maintain. 
 
(After:) Today, the naturalized basins are mowed only once in the Spring, and if a considerable amount of 
weed species need to be controlled, an additional mowing will take place in the Fall.  This maintenance is  
conducted by township employees.  No mowing contracts are necessary for the naturalized basins. 
 
“Since six of the twelve township owned basins were naturalized, Lower Providence Township has saved 
more than $9,600 a year in mowing costs.  We now require all stormwater basins in new developments in our 
township to be planted with native vegetation.” Michael Siegel, Lower Providence Township 
  

Additional Benefits of naturalized basins 
 

 
Infiltration: Unlike mowed turf grass, the native trees, shrubs, and 
wildflowers have deeper root systems, and encourage runoff to seep 
into the soil, replenish groundwater supplies, and maintain base 
flows in nearby streams. 
 

Water Quality: The abundance of plant material slows the flow of 
stormwater, which cools water temperature and reduces sediment 
and other pollutants before entering streams. 
 

Aesthetics: A naturally planted basin is a beautiful addition to residential or commercial areas. 
 

Habitat Enhancement: Native vegetation also provides habitat for birds and wildlife, enhancing biodiversity. 
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