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Fern
Osmunda 

cinnamomea
Cinnamon fern

Fern
Polystichum

acrostichoides
Christmas fern

RushEquisetum hyemaleScouring rush

GrassAndropogon gerardiiBig Bluestem

GrassElymus ripariusRiverbank rye

FlowerZizia aureaGolden alexander

FlowerRudbeckia trilobaThree-lobed coneflower

FlowerPhlox paniculataSummer phlox

FlowerLobelia cardinalisCardinal flower

FlowerHeliopsis helianthoidesOx-eye

FlowerHelianthus decapetalusThin-leaved sunflower

FlowerHelenium autumnaleSneezeweed

FlowerGentiana clausaClosed gentian

FlowerEupatorium perfoliatumBoneset

FlowerChelone glabraTurtlehead

FlowerAster puniceusPurple stemmed aster

Plant 

Form
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Native Perennials

These lists are focused on riparian (stream buffer) plants native to Pennsylvania that 
are also available at retail nurseries. For a list of more native plants, please see the 
“Reference” list on page 2 of this pamphlet.

Native Trees & Shrubs

ShrubViburnum dentatumSouthern arrowood

ShrubStaphylea trifoliaBladdernut

ShrubSambucus canadensisAmerican elder

ShrubSalix sericeaSilky Willow

ShrubRhododendron maximumRosebay

ShrubPhysocarpus opulifolusCommon Ninebark

ShrubHydrangea arborescensWild hydrandea

ShrubCornus amomumSilky dogwood

ShrubCephalanthus occidentalisCommon Buttonbush

TreeSalix nigraBlack Willow

TreeQuercus palustrisPin oak

TreeQuercus phellosWillow oak

TreePopulus deltoidesEastern Cottonwood

TreePlatanus occidentalisAmerican Sycamore

TreeFraxinus pennsylvanicaGreen Ash

TreeCarya ovataShagbark Hickory

TreeCarya cordiformisBitternut Hickory

TreeCarpinus carolinianaAmerican Hornbeam

TreeBetula nigraRiver Birch

TreeAsimina trilobaPaw Paw

TreeAcer saccharinumSilver maple

TreeAcer rubrumRed maple
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Cost estimates:

Trees & shrubs: $30-50 for a 3-4 ft sized container plant

Herbaceous: $12 for a 6-12” sized container plant

Seed: Mixes typically sold in bulk e.g.; Riparian Buffer Mix (similar to Basin Bottom Mix): 1/2 to 
1/3 lb per 1,000 Sq Ft ($40-75 per lb), Seed packets (packet fills 8-10 pots) available from 
Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve (supplier info below)

Sources/Suppliers:

More complete list of native plant nurseries by Pennsylvania Native Plant Society: 
www.pawildflower.org

Greensgrow Farms (Philadelphia, PA) phone: (215) 427-2702, www.greensgrow.org

Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve (New Hope, PA) phone: (215) 862-29240 , web: 
www.bhwp.org

Yellow Springs Farm phone (Chester Springs, PA) (610) 827-2231, www.yellowspringsfarm.com

Red Native Plant Nursery (Glen Mills, PA) phone: (610) 358-4300, 
www.redbudnativeplantnursery.com

Edge of the Woods (Orefield, PA) phone: (610) 395-2570 , 
www.edgeofthewoodsnursery.com

References:

Pennsylvania Native Plant Lists:

Fairmount Park plant lists: www.fairmountpark.org/NativeAndInvasivePlants.asp

Landscaping with Native Plants (DCNR): 
www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/wildplant/native.aspx

Invasive Species Information:

Control of Invasive Non-native Plants – A Guide for Gardeners and Homeowners in the Mid-
Atlantic Region (www.mdflora.org/publications/invasives.htm)
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Note: PWD does not endorse any products or suppliers identified nor can they verify any information/claims these sources provide. Design 
and installation of a project is site specific and the responsibility of the property owner. 


