



Effective 4/1/2010

Montgomery County Conservation District

A  RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT PROVIDING FOR SPECIFIC INCREASES IN THE EROSION AND SEDIMENT POLLUTION CONTROL FEE FOR SERVICES SCHEDULE FOR THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT.

§100 Title

This resolution may be cited as the Montgomery County Conservation District Fee for Services for Erosion & Sediment Control Services.

§101 Authority

The Montgomery County Conservation District by authority of Act 217 of 1945 Conservation District Law, as amended by Act 221 of 1984, now Act 75 as amended July 2008, hereby adopts the Montgomery County Fee for services for Erosion & Sediment Control Services.

§102 Effective Date

This resolution replaces any and all previous fee for services resolutions and shall become effective April 1, 2010 and shall remain in effect until modified, amended, or rescinded by the Montgomery County Conservation District Board of Directors.

§103 Intent

The purpose of this fee for services schedule is to help defray the costs incurred by the Montgomery County Conservation District in its delegated authority of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Erosion & Sediment Control Program in accordance with PA DEP Title 25, Chapter 102 Rules and Regulations on Erosion and Sediment Control.

§104 Applicability of Fee for Services

A. The fee for services shall apply whenever the application and erosion and sediment control plan are submitted, whether voluntarily or by federal, state or municipal requirements, for an adequacy review determination.  The fee charged will cover the initial review and one review of the revised plan in response to the initial review.

B. Plans which require more than a second review, and have more than minor review comments will be subject to a review fee of 50% of the original fee.  The Conservation District plan reviewer will notify the applicant of the need for additional fees in the second review letter.

C. Plans that receive an ADEQUATE letter, and are resubmitted with minor revisions will be subject to a $95.00 processing fee.

D. Plans that receive an ADEQUATE letter, and are resubmitted with major revisions (lot layout, road layout, revised drainage area, etc.) which require changes to the primary Erosion & Sediment Control BMP’s shall be subject to a review fee of 50% of the original fee.

E. Letters of adequacy for the Erosion & Sediment Control plans associated with NPDES permits are valid for five (5) years or over the life of the permit.  Failure to begin earthmoving activity within (5) years of the accepted plan will invalidate the district letter of adequacy, and require a resubmission which is subject to an additional fee not to exceed the review fee in effect at the time of re-submittal.  Letters of Adequacy on all other erosion and sediment control plans are valid for two (2) years from the date of the letter of adequacy for general earth moving activity to begin. 

§105 Waiver of Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Review Fee.

     Fees will be waived only for plan review applications filed under the name of a Government Agency of the United States, or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  This exemption does not apply to school districts, municipalities, or special purpose authorities, or to any private, non-profit organization.
For minimum earth disturbance activities in the interest of public health, safety, or welfare; or projects developed for environmental remediation the District Manager of the Montgomery County Conservation District has the authority to waive fees on a case-by-case basis, or charge an administrative fee of $95.00.   Note:  Only Commonwealth agencies are exempt from the NPDES permit filing fee. 

§106 Project Area Delineation


Total Project Area

A. The entire parcel, including areas designated for open space, controlled by the landowner/developer will represent the total project area. 

B. Off site areas of earth disturbance associated with the project may be included in the application.  Off site earth disturbance require a written Erosion & Sediment Control plan (>5,000 sq. ft) of earth disturbance, and implementation of the plan.  NPDES permit requirements may also apply. 
C. Additional development on an already improved site will be determined by estimating the necessary area to build the new improvement.  

Disturbed Project Area

A. The disturbed project area is any area where the existing soil cover whether vegetative, macadam, stone, roof, or other soil covering will be disturbed and expose the soil to erosion. 
§107 Administrative Procedures

A. The applicant shall submit a check or money order payable to the Montgomery County Conservation District, the district application form, two complete sets of the Erosion & Sediment Control Plan drawings, and two narratives.  All sites that require an NPDES Permit must submit an entire permit package including the complete N.O.I. and PCSWM plan.  When the administrative review (20 days) of the application is conducted and found to be administratively complete, the Technical review of the Erosion & Sediment Control Plan review clock will begin.

B. The Montgomery County Conservation District will accept the application when all the necessary information and fees have been received.  The technical review time for projects that do not require an NPDES Construction Permit is 45 working days under normal circumstances.  The technical review time for NPDES permit plans is 30 working days.  

C. The NPDES permit application fee is applied to the first administrative review and the following review in response to the district letter of administrative incompleteness if necessary.  In the event a second letter of administrative incompleteness is issued by the district, a fee of $100.00 will be charged for the third or additional review of the administrative application.  

D. All initial E & S Control Plan submissions with five (5) or more acres of earth disturbance must include an NPDES Permit application.  All initial E & S Control Plan submissions with one (1) to five (5) acres of earth disturbance with a point source discharge must include an NPDES Permit application.  “Point Source discharge to surface waters of the Commonwealth” applies only to projects between 1 and 5 acres.  The Conservation District will assume that all sites will have a point source discharge. If a plan preparer believes a project does not meet these criteria and does not submit an NPDES permit application, a written justification (should be included in the transmittal letter) and submitted with the request for E & S Control plan review.  A pre-application meeting with the district should be requested. An applicant submitting for a NPDES Permit shall do so by using the appropriate NPDES program documentation.  Documents are available on the district website, and DEP website as well as at the district office.

§108 HOLD

§109 Fee for Services


The following fees will be charged by the Montgomery County Conservation District for Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Reviews as authorized by Act 217, now ACT 75 – The Conservation District Law.  Applications cannot be accepted for review without the appropriate fee, completed application form, and required number of plan sets.

DISTURBED ACRE

$ FEE FOR SERVICE

NPDES Permit Filing Fee
0.1 to 1.0


455.00




GENERAL PERMIT        $500.00

1+ to 5.0


975.00




INDIVIDUAL PERMIT   $500.00

5+ to 10.0


1,560.00

10+ to 15.0


2,600.00

15+ to 20.0


2,990.00

20+ 



2,990.00 plus $65.00 / acre over 20

Single Residential Lot:  A fee of $200.00 will be charged for a single residential lot with minimal earth disturbance (½ acre or less), low hazard on less than 3% slope.  

Agriculture Construction:  The above fee schedule will apply for agricultural earth disturbance other than agricultural “plowing or tilling.”  The NPDES permit requirement may also apply depending on acres to be disturbed. 

Chapter 105 or other Water Quality Permit - Erosion & Sediment Control Plan review for a Chapter 105 Permit will be charged $95.00 unless the application is part of a larger plan being reviewed by the Conservation District.

Timber Harvesting:

A. Select Cutting - A fee of $95.00 for Select Timber Harvesting will be charged.  
B. Clear Cutting - A fee based on 10% of the entire timber sale project area in acres will be assumed to be the disturbed area.  The fee would then be based on this calculated 10% of the project.  Example:   25 acre timber harvest fee would be 10% of 25 acres or 2.5 acres which equals $975.00
C. Clear cutting for the purpose of land development does not qualify for this fee schedule.

Revisions or Renewal:


Inadequate – Plans determined to be inadequate to meet compliance with Title 25 – Chapter 102, DEP Rules & Regulations on Erosion & Sediment Control which require three or more reviews, and have more than minor review comments, will be subject to a review fee of 50% of the original review fee for each additional technical review.


Adequate – Plans which receive a letter of adequacy and are resubmitted with minor revisions will be subject to a $95.00 processing fee.  Plans which are resubmitted with major revisions (such as lot layout, road layout, drainage changes etc) which affect the primary Erosion & Sediment Control devices/measures are subject to a review fee of 50% of the review fee in effect at the time of re-submittal to the district.


Renewal - Plans which receive a letter of adequacy and are resubmitted for permit renewal will be charged a fee of 50% of the review fee in effect at the time of re-submittal to the district based on the remaining acres to be disturbed.

§110 Approval

Be it resolved this 09th day of February, 2010, that the Montgomery County Conservation District does hereby agree to change the above fees for the review of all erosion and sediment control plans as authorized by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Act 217 approved May 15, 1945, now Act 75 revised July 2008 in accordance with the above schedule of charges.  This resolution repeals and replaces all previous Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Review Fee Resolutions.


